3-31-2021
Hello Sublette County, this is Albert Sommers reporting to you from Cheyenne on March 31,
2021. Today on 3rd Reading, the House passed 8 bills that I supported, including SF0096,
Homicide amendments, which creates a charge of double homicide for an individual who kills a
pregnant woman. I supported this bill because of the heinous nature of the crime, and the fact
that two lives are lost.
An interesting procedural move occurred on this bill today, when a House member brought an
amendment that would have eliminated the death penalty. This amendment triggered an
immediate request for a Rules Committee meeting to determine whether the amendment was
germane to the bill.
Wyoming has a one-title provision in our constitution, preventing unrelated measures from
being debated in a bill. Further, Article 3 Section 20 of our constitution forbids an amendment
to change the intent of the bill. Often members push the limit of these constitutional
provisions, with the result that another member will ask for a Rules Committee meeting to
determine if the amendment or motion is within the scope of the bill title.
The House Rules Committee consists of thirteen of the most experienced members in the body.
This body provides the Speaker of the House with a recommendation on whether a motion or
amendment has violated the body’s rules or Wyoming’s Constitution. Then the Speaker makes
a ruling. If the Speaker rules that the motion is out of order, the member who brought the
motion can appeal the decision to the entire body, and a majority vote of the body rules.
This happened twice today, with SF96 one of those instances. The body ruled that repealing the
death penalty was out of order, and the bringer of the amendment had to withdraw the
amendment. These are usually great debates. I usually have a very narrow interpretation on
what is germane to a bill.
Today, Senate Files that passed Committee of the Whole in the House and which I supported
included SF0034, Born alive infant - means of care, which requires any physician performing an
abortion to take medically appropriate and reasonable steps to preserve the life and health of
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an infant born alive. This bill was substantially cleaned up from last session, and easily passed
the body. There are good debates on both sides of this bill, but in the end, I supported it.
SF0130, Charter schools, would have radically changed our charter school laws as originally
written. The House Education Committee, on which I serve, heavily amended this bill into a
study bill. Wyoming has not studied and updated its charter school laws in over ten years. It is
time we reviewed them through the interim.
I have serious concerns about the effects of charter schools on our public schools, but we
should not ignore that good charter schools exist. As I continue to serve on House Education, I
look forward to studying this topic in more detail.
More information about these bills and many more can be found at
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2021
I can be reached at albert@albertsommers.com with questions or comments.
Thank you
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